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i Iy 0o e :"““ And I\um dwelt in Gerar. The Torah envelops Isaac, a crvptic figure. inan
aura of mystery. It does not reveal much of his pcwo nality except for two episodes: his brief  stay
in the land of Gerar and his role in the confrontation between Jacob and Esau in their competition
for his blessing. The Torah assigned three parshiyos to Abraham and many more to Jacob, but only
one Lo lsaac. Why is this so?

The kabbalists provide the answer. Each of the patrtarchs personified one of God’s own at-
tributes. Abraham epitomized chesed. and Iszac was the
practices chesed, 10\'111"'kindne%< he lets others share Tn his actions and in his existence. leading
to communication and dialogue. Gevwrah on the other hand connetes retreat or withdrawal
into one’s private_world. Thus, Isaac is wrapped in a 11\.mlc of mystery. Isaacs nature was to
be hidden and to defy description. Such a hidden personality is more diffictilt to fathom and
appreciate. Isaac was a monastic figure, separated from society.

quintessence of gevurah. When a person

— — e
s TV 9N DTN UM - And Abr aham returned (0 his young men. The Akeidah fashioned a new

personaht\ and a new soul for Isaac, and a new counan[al reality. The unity of they both went to-
gether (verse 8) was lost. The two ideas that Abraham and Isaac respectively represented were not
merged. Instead, their activities began to contradict each other.

Abraham symbolized chesed. an overflowing love that rises like a river in springtime and in-
undates its environs. Abraham wanted to convert all of mankind. He was concerned with the
whole world. He sat by the highway waiting for travelers: he carried his morality to the people and
wanted to proselytize everyone. Isaac symbolized gevura, self-limitation and self-concentration,
heroic action and withdrawal.

With the Akeidah, contradiction replaced peace, tension substituted for togetherness.
Abraham returned to his young men. but Isaac belonged to a world of his own. They now moved
along two different paths. Isaac did not return to Beer-Sheba: he traveled to another destination,
burdened with another task. Ibn Ezra (verse 19) says that Isaac was in his own dominion—hi hu
b’reshuso.
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29 Sparks of Chasidus 2

ccording to Ramban, the three wells dug by Yitzchak allude to
the three Holy Temples. The analogy of digging a weil precisely
describes the process of building W—L%Wr
intense physical di well, followed by the actual filling of
the well with water which does not require any direct e ort, it simply

floods in. Similar] ilding of the Temple requires tremendous
hxm%t_’—‘ﬁ%immme
Presence/—which is the very purpose of building the Temple—is an
effortless consequence of the Temple’
Ttmﬁgﬁﬁ the case of the
Third Temple which according to the Zohar (1] 221a), will be built by

God, and not by man,_It seems at first glance that Ramban’s analog\;
for the Third temple of digging a well is inappropriate.

owever, even according to the Zohar, the Third Temple is beil
through Auman eno ot through the physical eff
working with stones and mortar, but rather, by the dedicated a
supra-rational mitzvah observance by Jewish people, in defian
the challenges of exile. The cumulative effects of these acts are
described by the Zohar as a “building made by God,” though i in
it is 2 building made by human mitzvah acts that are totally dedi
to Cod.
Thus, the building process of the Third Temple consists of mit

performed out of simple obedience to God. Therefore, the
eternal.

(Based on Likutei Sichos vol. 30, p.
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